
At a Glance - Reception to Year 1 National Curriculum Writing Objectives 
 

When we are assessing your child’s writing, we look at all of these aspects within the English curriculum. Your child’s ‘writing’ attainment is based on 

their composition, sentence structures, grammar, punctuation, spelling and presentation (in relation to National Curriculum expectations).  

 

 Writing Rec 

 

Handwriting 

(40-60 months) 

• Shows a preference for a dominant hand. 

• Begins to use anticlockwise movement and retrace vertical lines. 

• Begins to form recognisable letters. 

• Uses a pencil and holds it effectively to form recognisable letters, most of 
which are correctly formed. 

 

(ELG) 
Children show good control and co-ordination in large and small movements.  
They move confidently in a range of ways, safely negotiating space. They 
handle equipment and tools effectively, including pencils for writing. 

 

 

Writing - Vocab, grammar, punctuation 

(40-60 months) 

• Gives meaning to marks they make as they draw, write and paint. 

• Begins to break the flow of speech into words. 

• Continues a rhyming string. 

• Hears and says the initial sound in words. 

• Can segment the sounds in simple words and blend them together. 

• Links sounds to letters, naming and sounding the letters of the alphabet. 

• Uses some clearly identifiable letters to communicate meaning, 

representing some sounds correctly and in sequence. 

• Writes own name and other things such as labels, captions. 

• Attempts to write short sentences in meaningful contexts. 

  
(ELG) 

Children use their phonic knowledge to write words in ways which match their 

spoken sounds. They also write some irregular common words. They write 

simple sentences which can be read by themselves and others. Some words 

are spelt correctly and others are phonetically plausible.  

  

 

 

 

Writing Year 1 

Handwriting 

Pupils should be taught to: 

▪ sit correctly at a table, holding a pencil comfortably and correctly 

▪ begin to form lower-case letters in the correct direction, starting and 

finishing in the right place 

▪ form capital letters 

▪ form digits 0-9 

▪ understand which letters belong to which handwriting ‘families’ (i.e. 

letters that are formed in similar ways) and to practise these. 

Composition 

Pupils should be taught to: 

▪ write sentences by: 

▪ saying out loud what they are going to write about 

▪ composing a sentence orally before writing it 

▪ sequencing sentences to form short narratives 

▪ re-reading what they have written to check that it makes 

sense 

▪ discuss what they have written with the teacher or other pupils 

▪ read aloud their writing clearly enough to be heard by their peers 

and the teacher. 

Writing - Vocab, grammar, punctuation 

Pupils should be taught to: 

▪ develop their understanding of the concepts set out in English 

Appendix 2 by: 

▪ leaving spaces between words 

▪ joining words and joining clauses using and 

▪ beginning to punctuate sentences using a capital letter and a 

full stop, question mark or exclamation mark 

▪ using a capital letter for names of people, places, the days of 

the week, and the personal pronoun ‘I’ 

▪ learning the grammar for year 1 in English Appendix 2) 

▪ use the grammatical terminology in English Appendix 2 in discussing 

their writing (letter, capital letter, word, singular, plural, sentence, 

punctuation, full stop, question mark, exclamation mark). 

 


