
A Message from Miss Dewhurst: 

“Do not let your hearts be troubled. 
Trust in God and trust in me." This is the 
message from this Sunday's Gospel. 
There are many things for us to worry 

about and we must follow and trust in God. This is espe-
cially poignant currently in school as I am sure we will 
have some nervous Year Six children this weekend as 
next week brings the start of the Key Stage 2 SATs. All of 
our Year Six children, along with Mr Astle, should be ex-
tremely proud of the hard work and commitment they 
have given this year. This is now their time to shine! Do 
your best and whatever happens now, know how ex-
tremely proud I am of you all!  
I have told them, however, there are to be no dangerous 
games or sports this weekend - we cannot have injuries! 
If you are celebrating the coronation and, of course the 
long weekend, I hope you all have a wonderful time and 
let's pray that the weather is kind to us!  
On a final note, I'd like to give a special mention to Isla 
and Charlotte who wrote to David Attenborough after we 
celebrated Earth Day. I had goose bumps yesterday,  as 
they came to show me the hand written letter, alongside 
a signed autograph, they got back from him! How 
thoughtful of him and so very exciting! This shows you 
should always give things a go - you never know what 
might happen!  

St Joseph’s Catholic Primary School: Newsletter 05.05.23 

 

 

Pope Francis: St Joseph 

teaches us that, in the midst of life’s 
tempests, we must never be afraid to 
let the Lord steer our course. 

Award Winners 
Cl R/1:  
Writer of the Week:  Tommy 
Mathematician of the Week: Mary 
Reader of the Week:  Denis 
Citizen of the Week:  Esmai 
Dojo Champion:  Rory 
 
Cl 2/3:  
Writer of the Week: Harriet 
Mathematician of the Week: Oscar 
Reader of the Week: Hektor 
Citizen of the Week: Ava 
Dojo Champion: Eliza 
 
Cl 4/5:  
Writer of the Week: Heidi 
Mathematician of the Week: Lois  
Reader of the Week:  Ben 
Citizen of the Week: Flynn 
Dojo Champion: Darcie 
 
Cl 6:  
Mathematician of the Week: Emily  
Reader of the Week: Alice 
Citizen of the Week: Harry 
Dojo Champion: Destiny 

Mindfulness Matters 
When life seems hard, the courageous do not lie down 

and accept defeat; instead, they are all the more deter-

mined to struggle for a better future. 

HM Queen Elizabeth II 

This week’s winners of our “Spotted” Award is: 
Peggy 

For being a loyal friend and being kind 



Classroom Catch Up: We have had a busy four-day week in Class R/1! In Collective Worship our theme was 

Mary (Our Lady) and we looked at why she is so special to us. The children came up with some lovely words to de-
scribe her such as “beautiful”, “kind”, “astonishing” and “extraordinary”. In R.E., our topic is “Good News” and we 
learnt all about Pentecost and the coming of the Holy Spirit. The children are loving our history and science topics 
which are all about space! We are learning about Neil Armstrong and why he is a significant part of history! The 
Year 1 children have started practising for their phonics screening test and they are doing well! We are so proud of 
all of them!   
In Maths, Class 2/3 have moved on to fractions. We have been looking at equal and unequal parts, understanding 
the numerator and denominator, as well as comparing and ordering different fractions. In English, the children have 
been busy planning and writing a report on the story of the Windrush. They have enjoyed learning about the lives 
of Dame Floella Benjamin and Sam King MBE. Our current topic of “Animations” in computing, makes it a popular 
lesson of the week! It's lovely to see the children support each other and work in teams to debug and overcome 
any technological difficulties they may face. Well done Class 2/3!  
We've had a brilliant week in Class 4/5. We have started to plan our own Viking sagas which are based on a familiar 
plot. The children really enjoy completing their own fictional pieces of writing and I cannot wait to see what they 
produce next week. We have started a new unit of decimals in maths for Year 5 and fractions in Year 4 – the chil-
dren have been working incredibly hard with this. In history, we explored the Viking attack on Lindisfarne which 
confirmed the accurate title for our topic of ‘Vicious Vikings’.   
Our final preparations for SATs are now complete in Class 6. Maths has finished with coordinate grids - we have 
looked at translation, reflection and the x and y axis in all four quadrants. In English, we have been looking at the 
difference between simple past, past progressive and past perfect tense, before converting them into simple pre-
sent, present progressive and present perfect. It isn't easy, but as usual, Year 6 have given everything.   

Walk to school day:  On the next page, please find 

attached a letter to advertise the 'Lancashire Walks to 
School' day which is coming up on Friday, 19th May. We 
are getting involved to commemorate the coronation 
and to promote the active travel choices among our 
families.  
Every child who walks to 
school on that day will re-
ceive a special mention and 
certificate.  
Please join in and help us to 
maximise the number of par-
ticipants!  

Sunday Gospel: On the night before he died, Jesus 

spoke to his friends, the disciples. “Do not let your hearts 
be troubled,” he said. “Trust in God and trust in me. 
There are many rooms in my Father’s house, and I am 
going now to prepare a place for you. I will come again 
and take you with me so that where I am, you may be 
too. You know the way to the place where I am going.” 
Then Thomas, a disciple, said, “Lord, we do not know 
where you are going: how can we know the way?” Jesus 
said, “I am the Way, the Truth and the Life. No one can 
come to the Father except through me. If you know me, 
you know my Father too. You must believe me when I 
say that I am in the Father and the Father is in me. I tell 
you most solemnly, whoever believes in me will perform 
the same works as I do myself; they will perform even 
greater works, 
because I am 
going to the Fa-
ther.” 
John 14 :1-12 

Dates for your diary: Summer Term 
 Monday, 8th May   Coronation Bank Holiday 
 Tuesday, 9th May   Yr 6 SATs start 
 Wednesday, 10th May  Swimming starts for Yr 3 
 Wednesday, 17th May  Collective Worship for Cl 4/5 
 Thursday, 18th May  Cl R/1 Trip to Smithills Farm 
 Friday, 19th May   Cl 2/3 leading Mass in school at 10.30am 
 

Happy Birthday to: 
Sebby & Tommy 





Recent Correspondence: Please find below a list 

of information that has been sent out this week in ad-
dition to the Weekly School Newsletter: 

Stanley Grange Dates 
Rock Steady Tuition 
Wednesday Word 

Sacramental Preparation reminder 
Cl R/1 Forest School Sessions 

Reminders for May 5th 
Anderton Centre payments 

Please ensure you read thoroughly all correspondence 
that is sent out from school . 

Saving the planet: Year 4 pupils Isla and Charlotte were 

delighted this week to receive a letter from Sir David Atten-
borough. They had contacted the naturalist, sending him a 
poster they made in school on Earth Day which focussed on 
how they could look after our planet. They also sent him 
bookmarks. 
As well as sending the girls a picture with his autograph on it, 
in his hand written note, Sir David thanked  them for telling 
him about their Earth Day activities and said “You are quite 
right. We must look after our planet”. 

School Spider: Please remember, all communication 

is now sent out only via School Spider. As with Parent-
mail, it would be helpful if you could book your child’s 
lunches. The forms are sent out two weeks in advance, 
to be completed no later than 9am on a Monday morn-
ing for the following week. However, if you miss the 
deadline, your child can still have a school meal as staff 
check the dinner register every morning. 

School Attendance:  Here are our weekly 

attendance figures.  

Week commencing 02/05/23 

Yr R 92% 

Yr 1 100% 

Yr 2 100% 

Yr 3 99% 

Yr 4 98.3% 

Yr 5 97.1% 

Yr 6 96.7% 

TOTAL 97.5% 

Children’s Liturgy: 
Sunday is 5th Sunday of 
Easter. Few of us would 
set off on a journey to a 
place we have not been 
to before without look-
ing on the computer or 
phone on how to look at a map. Nobody would set off 
with no idea of how to get there, for then we would 
certainly get lost. In the Gospel Jesus tells his disciples 
that they already know the way to the place he is go-
ing, even though they have never been before. We will 
see how confused they become and how Jesus ex-
plained all that they needed to know. We must have 
faith in Jesus and follow him in everything we do. 
We would love to see you at Children’s Liturgy at 
9:30am Mass on Sunday. 



Coronation Day events: Today in school, we 

celebrated the Coronation of King Charles III which is 
taking place tomorrow.  
Miss Dewhurst started the day with an assembly 
which looked at Prince Charles and his life; London 
and some of the significant buildings which will fea-
ture in his Coronation, particularly Westminster Ab-
bey, and ended with a reflection on this significant 
event as a key moment in our history. Pupils enjoyed 
a street party picnic lunch complete with community 
sing-a-long. As well as the National Anthem, the 
most popular choice was of course “Sweet Caro-
line”. 
During the afternoon staff led a carousel of activi-
ties for each class focussing on a different funda-
mental British Value. Miss Bottomley’s activities 
related to individual liberty with pupils writing their 
own placards inspired by Emmeline Pankhurst and 
describing why they are each unique. In Miss Oller-
ton’s classroom, pupils wrote acrostic poems, 
played games including a sorting activity to learn 
more about respect and tolerance. Democracy was 
Mr Astle’s theme, with children asked to vote for 
the game they wanted to play with the majority 
winning! He also looked at the differ-
ence between elected and hereditary 
leaders. The rule of law was taught by 
Miss Collins, she played school rule 
bingo and asked pupils to come up 
with their own school rules which in-
cluded driving themselves to St Jo-
seph’s and eating fast food every 
lunchtime! At the end of the after-
noon, every child was presented with a bespoke commemorative book-
mark and packet of seeds to sow as a reminder of this special occasion. 



PTFA News:  
Here is a round-up of all the fund-raising activities 
being organised by the PTFA over coming weeks. 




