
A Message from Miss Dewhurst:  This week we have got back into our routines of class  

Circle Time. It is a lovely way for me to spend quality time with 
the children and equally, this is a session that they thoroughly 
enjoy.  
From an educational point of view, done correctly, Circle Time 

has many benefits: it encourages social interaction; promotes language devel-
opment; fosters creativity and imagination; teaches self-regulation; builds confi-
dence and self-esteem and above all, allows children the time to listen to, and 
learn from each other.  
As a Catholic school, we recognise the importance that all of these skills have in 
playing a huge part in our children's learning. Developing resilience and under-
standing our needs and differences is important in our continuing life-long 
learning journey. I am continually proud of our children and the support and 
respect they give each other.  
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Award Winners 

Cl R/1:  
Dojo Champion:  Willow R 
School Values/Mission: Mary for friendship 
“Spotted”:  Oscar for being a great role model 
to his peers 
 
Cl 2/3:  
Dojo Champion: Sienna 
School Values/Mission: Oscar—resilience 
“Spotted”: Bobby for showing genuine sup-
port to his classmates during our Great Fire 
of London writing 
 
Cl 4/5:  
Dojo Champion:  Viola 
 School Values/Mission: Penelope—creativity  
“Spotted”: Harley for showing resilience in art 
and producing some wonderful work 
 
 
Cl 6: 
Dojo Champion: Halle 
School Values/Mission: Ben—collaboration  
“Spotted”: Savannah for using hyperlinks to 
create a four page website 

This week spotted:  Denis 
For being a kind and caring friend 

School Attendance:   
Here are our attendance figures for this week 

Week Commencing: 15.01.24 
 

 This Week This Year 

Yr R 89.2% 96.4% 

Yr 1 98.3% 98.5% 

Yr 2 72.2% 94.7% 

Yr 3 97.3% 96.4% 

Yr 4 94.7% 95.3% 

Yr 5 99.3% 98.3% 

Yr 6 88% 95.9% 

Total 92.1% 96.5% 



Classroom Catch Up:  The children were thrilled to be able 

to play in the snow at the beginning of this week. It was a great 
opportunity to develop our learning on the melting and freezing 
process linked to our recent seasonal change topic. Maths wise 
this week, Year 1 have been busy using the rekenreks, bead 
strings, base 10 and tens frames to explore and represent num-
bers to 20. Reception have been continuing their maths learning 
of 'Alive in 5' in which they have been subitising, representing 
and comparing numbers within five. In English, our topic is 
'Stories with Repeated Refrains'. The children have thoroughly 
enjoyed reading 'There's no such thing as a Dragon' by Jack Kent 
and 'There's No Such Thing as Dragons' by Lucy Rowland and Katy Halford. They have been developing their com-
prehension skills by predicting events in both of the stories, inferring character 
thoughts and feelings, sequencing events as well as making comparisons be-
tween both books.   
In Y2/3 this week, we have started looking at a story surrounding the Great 
Fire of London. The ideas have been amazing, and the quality of writing has 
utterly blown me away. In maths, Year 2 are soldiering on with their unit on 
money, looking at adding pounds and pence, while Year 3 have moved onto 
subtraction with an exchange.   

We have had a wonderful week in Class 
4/5. In English, we have started our 
unit based on newspapers and have 
therefore been looking at the time-
line of events on the night that the 
Titanic sunk as this will be our focus 
for our report. In PE, the children 
have been enjoying their dance unit 
which has been lovely to see. In RE, 
we have been looking at the im-

portance of mission and linking it back to our local community and the 
roles that people play. The children also produced their final pieces in art, 
and I am incredibly proud of each and every one of them as they are fan-
tastic!   
In Year 6, we have finished the reading phase of our unit on Goodnight 

Mister Tom. We have inferred the 
feelings of both main characters; we 
have predicted what might come 
next; we have found, and used, high 
quality vocabulary - when we write 
our own piece, they will be amazing! 
In Maths, we have started our new 
unit on 'Ratio and Proportion' and I 
was astounded by the speed and 
concrete understanding the entire 
class have shown from start to finish. 
PC Rob also came in as a guest speaker this week, giving a thoroughly fascinating 
talk on the roles and responsibilities of a child who is due to start high school.   

A Message from Mrs Barnes: 
Dear Parents, children & staff, 
I would like to send you my sincere thanks for all the wonderful gifts and cards. The lovely words of thanks and grati-
tude were overwhelming. I really did enjoy my time as part of the St. Joseph’s team and community. Wishing you all 
well for the future many thanks and loads of love from Joanne XXX 



Sunday Gospel:  After John had been arrested, Je-

sus went into Galilee. There he proclaimed the Good 
News from God. “The time has come,” he said, “and 
the kingdom of God is close at hand. Repent, and be-
lieve the Good News.” As he was walking along by the 
Sea of Galilee he saw Simon and his brother Andrew 
casting a net in the lake—for they were fishermen. And 
Jesus said to them, “Follow me and I will make you fish-
ers of men.” And at once they left their nets and fol-
lowed him. Going on a little further, he saw James son 
of Zebedee and his brother John; they too were in their 
boat, mending their nets. He called them at once and, 
leaving their father Zebedee in the boat with the men 
he employed, they went after him. 
Mark 1: 14-20 (Wednesday Word) 

Pope Francis:  The 

Word of God invites us not 
to close ourselves off or 
think that we can do it 
alone, but to grow together. 
Let us listen to each other, talk 
together, and support one anoth-
er. (Taken from X) 

Stanley Grange:  This week’s group saw the first 

signs of Spring appearing! Garlic planted by our 
pupils last year is just beginning to grow! As last 
week, children were also asked to help decide 

which plants we should choose for our plot this 
year. 

Forest School:  This week in Forest 

School, Year 4 enjoyed learning about the 
safe lighting of a campfire. We talked about 
the variety of personal safety equipment 
needed to stay safe around fire and worked 
to light one together. As they sat around the 
fire, pupils  had a go at using a variety of 
tools to whittle sticks, ensuring they had a 
glove on their helper hand. The children 
learnt  it was better to try and choose a 
smooth piece of wood to whittle without too 
many knots! Many of the children reflected 
on their experience of using the tools and 
suggested that it's important to be patient 
and slice off a tiny bit at a time. Well done, 
Year 4! It was fantastic to see our school val-
ues of resilience and kindness demonstrated 
throughout the session.   



Children’s Liturgy: Sunday is 2nd Sunday of Ordinary time. In the Gospel we will hear about how Jesus called his 

disciples to follow him. They left what they were doing and went with him straight away. Simon and his brother An-
drew were fishing by a lake when Jesus asked them to follow him. At once, they left their fishing nets behind and 
went with Jesus. James and John did the same when they were asked. Do you think it was an easy decision for them 
to make to follow Jesus in this wa How do you think the people that they left behind, like their families and friends, 
felt when they left so quickly? How would you feel if you had to leave your family, friends and all your things be-
hind? Jesus asks us all to follow him. But unlike the disciples we cannot see Jesus and go with him as he travelled 
round the country. So, what do you think Jesus wants us to do?  
We can follow Jesus by living our lives as he would want us to. By being kind to others, sharing all that we have, and 
caring for all people, especially those who are poor or sick, so that the world becomes a fairer place for everyone to 
live in. We can also follow Jesus by standing up for what we believe in and speaking out when we see something 
that is not right. Praying helps us to follow Jesus. It is when we pray that we come to know Jesus better and this 
helps us to understand how to follow him. How will you follow Jesus this week? 
We do hope you can join us at 9:30am Mass  - it would be lovely to see you. 

PTFA Meeting: The next meeting will take place on 

Tuesday, 23rd January. Everyone is welcome to the Old 
Oak at 7.15pm. 

Recent Correspondence 
Please find below a list of information that has  

recently been sent out: 
School Facebook Page 
Yr R  Tapestry account 

Wednesday Word 
Year 6 PE Days 

Year 1 Hearing Tests 
Year 4 Forest School 

Adverse weather 
School Meals week commencing 22.01.24 

 

Happy Birthday 

Darcy & James 

Snowy fun:  Pupils enjoyed 

the opportunity to play in the 
snow this week! They had 
great fun working together to 
build a snowman. 

Cl R/1 Invite for Parents: On Friday, February 9th, 

you are invited to join your child for a “Stay and Read” 
session in the school hall. This will start at 2pm and 
there will be a variety of activities for you and your 
child to take part in. 






