
A Message from Miss Dewhurst:  As we reach 

the end of our first half term in autumn, I hope you will 
join me in taking this opportunity to say a huge thank 
you to our wonderful staff team here at St. Joseph's. I 
see first hand, every day, how each and everyone of 
them works so hard in and outside of school. They go 
above and beyond for all of our children. Their team 
effort and dedication is something that never goes un-
noticed. Therefore, I hope all the staff have a well-
earned rest next week ready to start an exciting and 
very busy half term with the run up to Christmas.  
Wishing all of our 
school families a love-
ly week. I hope you 
all get to spend time 
in the lovely autum-
nal weather with 
family and friends.  
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Happy Birthday to:  
Effie & Isabella 

Classroom Round Up: Class R/1 have had yet another fun-filled week in school. 

We have enjoyed celebrating how well Reception have settled into school life during 
this first half term, as well as how fantastic Year 1 have stepped up to being great role 
models to their younger peers. A highlight of this week for many of the children was 
making pumpkin potions in the outside classroom. Spiders, eyeballs, conkers, pine-
cones and pumpkin were just a few of the key ingredients used! 'Iggety, ziggety, zag-
gety', the children chanted while mixing their potions. They fully embraced getting into 
character as the witch from 'Room on the Broom'. In English this week, Year One have 
been creative designing their own witch and broomstick. The children have been keen 

to bring in some spooky story books from home this week 
which we have loved sharing and reading as a class.   
It has been a fantastic final week of half term in Class 
2/3/4. In English, we have explored the features of writing 
instructions, in preparation for writing our own instructions after half term. In Science, 
Year 4 enjoyed completing an experiment separating a mixture into its parts and 
learning about irreversible changes. Everybody enjoyed creating their final piece in 
art, creating a concertina book depicting the Creation story using illustrations and 

words.  
We've had a wonderful end to Autumn One in Class 5/6. In English, we have produced 
our own ancient Greek travel guides using informal tone - they are fabulous! In history, 
we have been looking at the ancient Greek Olympic games and how they compare to 
modern day. In RE, we looked at the virtues and linked them to our daily life. And final-
ly, in maths, Year 5 have been comparing calculations and finding missing numbers 
whilst Year 6 have continued to focus on long division. It has been a very busy and pro-

ductive term and therefore the children have definitely earned their half-term break.   

Pope Francis: The Our 

Father is the prayer of 
Jesus. Everything is con-
tained in it! The Lord’s Prayer is the 
universal prayer of all children; it is the 
great prayer of trust. 



Children’s Liturgy: Thank you to all those that came 

to Mass last week for the Abbot’s visit – we do hope you 
will join us again this week. 
Sunday is 29th Sunday of Year B.  In the Gospel Jesus re-
minds us that it is not power or money which makes us 
important, but how much we help other people. James 
and John ask to sit by Jesus’ side in heaven, but Jesus 
says he is not able to give them these seats. The other 
disciples felt that James and John were showing off and 
that James and John thought they were the best and 
most important disciples. Jesus said that the greatest 
disciple was not the one who went around showing off 
his power, or money, or things. But rather that the 
greatest disciple must be like a servant – humble and 
helping others in all that they do. Can you think of ways 
you can help people at home and at school this coming 
week? What will you do this week to help others around 
the world? 

School Attendance:   
 

 This Week This Year 

Yr R 90% 97.4% 

Yr 1 96.7% 98.2% 

Yr 2 90% 96.1% 

Yr 3 100% 97.2% 

Yr 4 96.3% 98.1% 

Yr 5 98.8% 96.5% 

Yr 6 89.3% 98.1% 

Total 94.3% 97.3% 

Recent Correspondence 
Please find below a list of information that has  

 been sent out this week.  
Remember to check School Spider for  

all communication from school: 
PALs after school activities—autumn 2 

Jam Coding: Retro Gaming Club (Yr 2 to Yr 6) 
Stanley Grange Visits—Yr 3 

Wednesday Word 
LEP photo—Reception 

School Meals—week commencing 29/10 
Parents Questionnaire 

After School Clubs Questionnaire 

Award Winners 

Cl R/1:  

Dojo Champion: Joshua 
School Values/Mission: Evangelina—friendship—for 
always looking after her friends, often making them 
smile and cheering them up 
 
Cl 2/3:/4  

Dojo Champion: Sam 
School Values/Mission: George B—respect—for al-
ways being respectful to all adults and children 
around him, having excellent manners and sharing 
his knowledge of gardening, RE and the news with 
his peers  
 
Cl 5/6:  

Dojo Champion: Rohan 
School Values/Mission: Dexter—thankfulness—for 
displaying his love for learning by creating an An-
cient Greek god’s guide in his own time 
Extra Awards: James & Dexter—resilience—for con-
tinuing to work through maths problems despite it 
being challenging and at times needing to start again 

Parent Consultation: As you 

will see on the Advance Dates on 
the next page, staff will be availa-
ble to meet you on Monday, 11th 
November. After half term you will 
be able to book a slot using the 
facility on School Spider. 

This week spotted by pupils:  
 All the staff at St Joseph’s 

For being outstanding! 

Book Swap: Our School Council has book swap will 

take place on Friday, 1st November. On the day, chil-
dren can bring in books they 
no longer want at home and, 
for a suggested donation of 
£1, choose a different book 
to take home. Money raised 
will be used to buy new read-
ing resources for school. 



Forest 
School: 
In Forest School 
this week, we 
had fun making 
some Hallow-
een themed 
nature crafts. 
Year 2 and 3 
enjoyed making 
spider webs 
using sticks and 
twine while Year 
5 and 6 had fun 
using leaves and 
pinecones to 
make bats. Eve-
rybody worked 
well in their teams to build a variety of different shelters 
made from both tarpaulins and natural materials.   

Sunday Gospel: James and John, the sons of Zebedee, approached Jesus and said, “Master we want you to do us 

a favour.” Jesus said, “What is it you want me to do for you?” They answered, “When you come into glory, allow one 
of us to sit at your right hand and the other at your left.” When the other ten heard this they began to feel angry 
with James and John, so Jesus called them to him and said, “You know how some rulers want to order people 
around and to control them. Well, you must not be like that. Whoever wants to be truly great must follow my exam-
ple and he like a servant to others. I did not come to be served—I came to serve, and to give my life for other peo-
ple.” Mark 10: 35-45 (Wednesday Word) 

PTFA Update: A huge thank you to everyone who 

has supported the doughnut sale and helped it run 
smoothly! An incredible 252 Doughnuts have been 
sold.  
Going forward we are looking for families to get in-
volved with helping with ideas and keeping the PTFA's 
momentum going.  
Help is appreciated in any format and it doesn't just 
include meetings!  
If you can help in anyway, please contact Catherine 
(Mary's mum/Mrs Latham on 07789 065489) either 
via text or on the play round on pick ups (Thursday or 
Friday).  
The next meeting will take place  on Friday, 
1st November at 2.30pm in school, all are welcome.   

Advance Notice: Here are a few dates for your diary for next half term.  

There will be more details about many of these events sent to you via School Spider after half term. 
Tuesday, 29th October   School re-opens 
Wednesday, 30th October Open morning 9.30am to 11am  
     Open evening 5pm to 6pm (places must be booked) 
Thursday, 31st October  Closing date for high school applications 
Friday, 1st November  All Saints Mass in school at 11am 
     School Council book swap 
     PTFA meeting in school at 2.30pm 
Monday, 4th November  Individual and sibling photographs 
Friday, 8th November   M&M Productions performance of Snow White 
Monday, 11th November  Parent/carer consultation evening 
Friday, 15th November  Invite to lunch for parents/carers of Cl R/1 & Yr 2 
Friday, 22nd November  Invite to lunch for parents/cares of Yr 3, Yr 4 & Cl 5/6 
Friday, 29th November  PTFA rainbow non-uniform day 
     PTFA Christmas jumper swap / sale 
Monday, 2nd December  Nursery & Cl R/1 dress rehearsal of “Baarmy Bethlehem” at 2.30pm 
Tursday, 3rd December  Nursery & Cl R/1 performance of “Baarmy Bethlehem” at 2.30pm 
Friday, 6th December  PTFA Santa Dash and Christmas light switch-on 
Friday, 13th December  Christmas jumper day 
     Christmas lunch 
Wednesday, 18th December Rock Steady concert at 10am 
     Class Christmas parties in the afternoon 
Thursday, 19th December Christmas celebration in school led by KS2 
     School closes at 1.15pm 



Autumn 2: PE and Forest School: After the half term break, there will be some changes to PE and Forest 

School sessions for some groups, this means children may need to come in different uniform or kit on the following 
days. 
On a Wednesday (starting October 30th): 
Cl R/1—school uniform 
Yr 2 & Yr 3—school uniform 
Yr 4—Forest School kit 
Cl 5/6—school uniform 
 
On a Thursday (starting on October 31st) Yr 3 will be going to Stanley Grange so will need to come in their Forest 
School kit.  
 
PE will take place on the following days: 
Cl R/1 Thursday & Friday 
Cl 2/3/4 Tuesday & Thursday 
Cl 5/6 Monday and Thursday 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Stanley Grange: As well as tidying and watering the beds, 

pupils helped to apply compost and manure ready to plant new 
strawberry crops. 














