
A Message from Miss Dewhurst:  Another week 

has gone in school as we head nearer and nearer to the 
holidays! This Sunday marks the start of Advent, a word 
which means "important arrival". A time where we start 
to prepare for the birth of Jesus; sent into the world to 
remind us of the hope, peace, love and joy that God 
gives us. In school, we have our Advent wreath ready to 
help us prepare for Jesus. Each week we will light our 
candles and, as that light grows brighter, be reminded 
that, Jesus, the light of the world, is coming. We talk 
with the children about the different ways in which we 
can prepare for Jesus and the 
kind things we can do to help 
others. Pope Francis reminds 
us that Advent is not only a 
time to prepare for the coming 
of Jesus, but a time for peace. 
He reminds us that peace is not 
only a gift from God, but is also 
a responsibility that all people 
have. An important message for us all.  
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Happy Birthday to:  
Alice & Viola 

Classroom Round Up: What a busy week we've had in Class R/1! In Phonics this 

week, Reception have been learning the ch, sh, th and ng sounds, while Year One 
have been revising the ou, ow and Miss Oh No's ow digraph. In geography, the chil-
dren described ways in which we can help to stop plastic pollution. They were 
shocked to hear how long plastic stays in the ocean! The Extraordinary Gardener is 
our focus text in English and the children have been busy sequencing, retelling and 
making predictions about events in the text. In PSHE this week, we talked about the 
importance of saying sorry and how this can help to mend broken friendships. A high-
light of the week was putting up and decorating the class Christmas tree, as well as 
painting some baubles to go on it too.   
We have had a lovely week in Class 2/3/4, ending with a lovely, peaceful and prayerful Celebration of the Word with 

our wonderful families. Each child loved being able to share this time with our wider com-
munity and enjoyed writing their Advent promises. In science, we investigated how to keep 
our pets healthy and what nutrition they need. In English, we have begun to plan and write 
our own fables based on Mouse and Lion. This week the children have 
been incredibly determined to complete their assessments to their high-
est standard, putting in 100% effort each time, I am so proud of each one 
of them.   

It has been assessment week in Class 5/6 and it has been lovely to see such a positive attitude to 
learning being demonstrated. In English, we have now finished reading the Highwayman poem 
and therefore worked as a class to present the poem by reading it out loud. The children really 
enjoyed this and it was lovely to see their understanding of the poem come to life. In PE, we have 
started our new dance unit which focuses on 'dance throughout the ages'. We created a motif 
based on the 1920s and 1930s this week which was incredibly fun!   

Pope Francis: Awaiting 

God is an important part of 
our journey of faith. Each day, the Lord 
visits us, speaks to us, reveals Himself in 
unexpected ways, and He will come 
again at the end of life and time. The 
Lord therefore urges us to stay awake, 
be vigilant, and persevere in waiting. 



School Attendance:   
 

 This Week This Year 

Yr R 98.5% 97.1% 

Yr 1 100% 97.8% 

Yr 2 95.5% 95.3% 

Yr 3 77.8% 95.6% 

Yr 4 99.1% 97.4% 

Yr 5 97.1% 95.6% 

Yr 6 95.3% 97.6% 

Total 95.5% 96.6% 

Award Winners 

Cl R/1:  

Dojo Champion: Valentina 
School Values/Mission: Luke—Respect-for being a 
kind, respectful and polite member of the class who 
is a great role model to his classmates! 
 
Cl 2/3:/4  

Dojo Champion: Darcy 
School Values/Mission: George H—Resilience-Well 
done for volunteering last minute to read our ending 
prayer out loud in our families’ Prayer and Liturgy. 
You read with such confidence and fluency.  
 
Cl 5/6:  

Dojo Champion: James 
School Values/Mission: Isla—Collaboration—working 
with her peers this week when tasked with working 
in a group in English and geography 

Children’s Liturgy: Sunday is the first Sunday of Advent. Advent is a special time when we wait in hope for the 

coming of Jesus. In the Gospel, Jesus is talking about when he will come again. Even though we do not know the ex-
act time when Jesus will come again, he says that we need to be ready. We have to wait and watch for him. Waiting 
is not easy, is it? Especially if we don’t know when the thing or the person we are waiting for will arrive. We do not 
know when Jesus will come again, but in today’s Gospel Jesus tells us to pray and to watch how we behave while we 
are waiting, so that we will be ready when he comes.  
The other thing that is special about waiting for Jesus during Advent is hope. We have hope that Jesus will one day 
come again and make all things new. We have hope because of his birth long ago in a stable in Bethlehem, when he 
came to show all people God’s love for us. We can share hope with others, by being with them in difficult times, by 
giving them a smile or a hug, or by helping them with something that is hard. What is your hope this Advent? And 
how do you think you could share hope with others around the world?  
We would love to see you on Sunday at 9:30am Mass - Children’s Liturgy Room. Children’s Liturgy Team 

Deck the halls: This week at Stanley Grange, our Year 3 

pupils were helping to get ready for Christmas by working in 
groups to design and pain festive pictures on the windows. 
The colourful creations included baby Jesus, Angel Gabriel, 
Christmas trees and snowmen.  
 

 



Advance Notice: Here is a reminder about upcoming dates for your diary 

Monday, 2nd December  Nursery & Cl R/1 dress rehearsal of “Baarmy Bethlehem” at 2.30pm 
Tuesday, 3rd December  Nursery & Cl R/1 performance of “Baarmy Bethlehem” at 2.30pm 
Friday, 6th December  Advent Mass in school at 10.45am 
     PTFA Santa Dash / Christmas light switch-on from 2.15pm 
Friday, 13th December  Christmas jumper day—items for the Gregson Lane Christmas appeal 
     Christmas lunch 
     Cl R/1 Christmas craft stay & play at 2.15pm 
Wednesday, 18th December Rock Steady concert at 10am 
     Class Christmas parties in the afternoon 
Thursday, 19th December Christmas Mass in school at 10.45am 
     School closes at 1.15pm 

Rainbow Raffle: Many thanks for all the colourful do-

nations sent into school today. Members of our PTFA will 
be sorting them into hampers and you could be in with a 
chance of winning them in our Christmas raffle! 

Sunday Gospel: Jesus said to his disciples, 

“There will be signs in the sun and moon and stars 
and on the earth, and the powers of heaven will be 
shaken. And then they will see the Son of Man ap-
proaching in a cloud with power and great glory. 
When these things begin to take place, stand up-
right, hold your heads high, because your liberation 
is near at hand. Watch yourselves; be careful not to 
let your hearts be weighted down with the cares of 
life. Stay awake, praying at all times for the strength 
to stand with confidence before the Son of Man. “ 
Luke 21: 25-28, 24-26 (Wednesday Word) 

This week spotted by pupils: Emily & Charlotte 
For being very creative in dance club! 



Reindeer Food: One of 

our Year One pupils has 
been busy making a special 
festive treat for Santa’s four-
legged helpers. 
Packets of reindeer food are 
available—for a donation—
from the school office. 
All proceeds will go towards 
buying Christmas craft mate-
rials for school! 

Recent Correspondence 
Please find below a list of information that has  

 been sent out this week.  
Remember to check School Spider for  

all communication from school: 
Christmas clothes swap 29.11.24 

Advent Mass 06.12.24 
Mad Science After School Club 

Baarmy Bethlehem: Costumes & Dates 
Rock Steady Concert: Costumes 

Cl 2/3/4 Prayer & Liturgy 
Rainbow Day Reminder 

Wednesday Word 
PTFA Asda Cashpot 

Let’s Go Sing: March 11th 2025 
School Meals: week commencing 02.12.24 

 










