
A Message from Miss Dewhurst:  Yuletide activi-

ties have been in full flow today in school.  
Children and staff came dressed in Christmas jumpers 
and Christmas attire as we celebrated with a festive 
lunch. The whole school joined in singing songs and car-
ols in the hall. There is something truly magical about 
this time of year and something so magical about St. 
Joseph's. 
A huge thank you to our 
families for their gener-
ous donations to Home-
Start. This is a great ex-
ample of how we can 
help to spread the true 
meaning of Christmas: 
by thinking of others, as 
Jesus taught us.  
We look forward to 
more festive activities next week, with Christmas parties 
and pyjama day to help raise money for CAFOD, along 
with finishing all of our work and topics in class. The 
children and staff are going to be as busy as the elves at 
the North Pole!  
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Happy Birthday this week to:  
Darcy F 

Classroom Round Up: What a wonderful week we’ve had in Class R/1. In English, we 

have been reading Peter Rabbit's Christmas Present Hunt. The children have enjoyed 
making predictions, exploring new vocabulary in the text, in addition to sequencing and 
retelling the story. Maths wise, Year One have been focusing on identifying and sorting 
2D and 3D shapes, while Reception have been focusing on shapes in the environment 
and day & night. In science this week, we compared how different balls bounce when 
different levels of force are applied. The children were surprised to find out that the 
sponge ball bounced higher than the basketball. To end the week, the children partici-
pated in a range of different Christmas craft activities during our festive themed stay and 
play session.   
We have had another festive week in Cl 2/3/4. In R.E., the children responded creatively 
to the Gospels where the angels brought God's news to Mary and Joseph, they did this 
through creating their own hymn, prayer or piece of artwork. The children enjoyed ex-
ploring new mindfulness poems in English and have been dedicated to learning their po-
ems for their performances. We have started our DT unit for this half term and have 
been busy evaluating existing Christmas gift boxes and practising constructing 3D shapes out of nets.   
And just like that, we are almost at the end of an incredibly busy autumn term in Cl 5/6! This week, the children 
have been writing their own Highwayman stanzas in English and I could not be prouder of them. Each and everyone 
of them is unique yet in the style of Alfred Noyes which really isn't easy. In geography, we have been looking at the 
impact change in land use has on biodiversity which links to our 'save the planet!' unit. In R.E., we have been ex-
ploring the story of David and his relationship with God which has been very thought provoking.  And finally, in PE 
we have been dancing through the ages which has been incredibly fun! In our final PE lesson on Monday, we will be 
entering the noughties where some 'interesting' moves will appear!   

Pope Francis: The Holy 

Spirit is the source that fans 
the flame of hope. His pres-
ence in our lives helps us to both have 
hope and radiate it for humanity, which 
greatly needs it. 

This week spotted by pupils: Oscar A 
For being kind and checking on a friend  

when they were sad. 



Governing Board Update: Governors have continued to work hard, holding a full Governing Board meeting 

for the term earlier in November to discuss the school budget, agree school holiday dates for 2025 - 2026 and look 
at all the school improvement work that has been undertaken this term relating to safeguarding our pupils and staff 
and curriculum developments. 
Governors also met to finalise arrangements to advertise our Headteacher vacancy and this is now live on the Lan-
cashire County Council vacancy site.  Please do make any of your friends or relatives aware of this vacancy who may 
be interested in applying.    

School Attendance:   
 

 This Week This Year 

Yr R 100% 97.1% 

Yr 1 95% 97.2% 

Yr 2 95.5% 95.3% 

Yr 3 93.3% 95.3% 

Yr 4 90.9% 96.9% 

Yr 5 98.8% 95.8% 

Yr 6 100% 97.8% 

Total 96.7% 96.5% 

Award Winners 

Cl R/1:  

Dojo Champion: Freddie 
School Values/Mission: Ginny—Creativity—for con-
tributing creative ideas and raising interesting ques-
tions during this week’s science experiments, 
demonstrating her love for learning 
 
Cl 2/3:/4  

Dojo Champion: Elliott 
School Values/Mission: Tiffany—Respect—for always 
being respectful to all adults and children that she 
meets. Also, contributing exceptionally deep an-
swers in our RE lessons. 
 
Cl 5/6:  

Dojo Champion: Eliza 
School Values/Mission: Harley—Compassion—for 
always being incredibly supportive of his peers 
 

End of Term: Don’t forget, school closes at 

1.15pm on Thursday, 19th December for the 
Christmas holiday. 
We re-open on Monday, 6th January. 

Please check the information in the Newsletter 
about PE and Forest School days as these will 
change for some classes / year groups. We will 
also send a reminder out at the start of term. 

Children’s Liturgy: Sunday is the third Sunday of Advent. It is called Gaudete Sunday – meaning Joy. In the Gos-

pel we hear John the Baptist preparing people for the coming of Jesus. The people were very excited. John told them 
they had to change their lives for the better and share what they had with others. Are you always good at sharing? 
Can you think about a time when you didn’t have something you needed or wanted and someone else shared with 
you? How did you feel when they shared with you? When you share your toys or sweets with someone how does it 
make you feel?  
Does it make you feel happy? As Sunday is Gaudete Sunday can you think of one thing that makes you happy? We 
are all lucky as we have people who make us happy. Not all children do. We also all need people to share our wor-
ries with, and who are willing to share their time with us to help us. We all need people who love us and care for us.  
What could you do this week to share and spread some joy in our world? Especially how could you share joy with 
someone who is lonely, poor or who needs some help either. 
We would love to see you on Sunday at 9:30am Mass - Children’s Liturgy Room. 
This is the last newsletter before Christmas. All the Children’s Liturgy team wish you a very Happy Christmas. Please 
do come to the Christmas Family Mass on Christmas Eve at 6pm. Children’s Liturgy Team 

Happy Birthday over the Christmas break to:  
Harley, Brandon, Evangelina,  

Esmai, Emelia & Arthur M 



Reindeer Food: If you would like to buy 

a packet of homemade reindeer food, 
there are some still available. They are on 
sale for £1 each with all proceeds going 
towards buying craft materials for school! 

Christmas events:  On Wednesday, we are look-

ing forward to performances from our Rocksteady 
stars. If your child is involved, band leader Arthur is 
happy for them to wear something to either “rock” 
or to celebrate Christmas. 
Our class parties will be taking place after lunch, dur-
ing the afternoon when snacks will be provided for 
them.  
Pupils can come to school in their own clothes for 
the day, but please be mindful that appropriate 
clothing for a school day is still expected.  They will 
also need a coat and suitable footwear for being out-
side at playtime and 
lunchtime. There will not 
be a Forest School session 
for Year 4 on Wednesday. 

Advance Notice: Here is a reminder about upcoming dates for your diary 

Monday, 16th December  PJ Day for Cafod 
Wednesday, 18th December Rock Steady concert at 10am 
     Class Christmas parties in the afternoon—non-uniform day 
Thursday, 19th December Christmas Mass in school at 10.45am 
     School closes at 1.15pm 

Spring 1: PE and Forest School Days 
When we return to school after the Christmas break, uni-
form will be as follows. Please note that PE for some clas-
ses will be on a different day to this half term: 
 
Cl R/1—PE on Wednesday & Thursday 
Cl 2/3/4 - PE on Thursday & Friday 
Year 2 & Year 3—Forest School on Wednesday 
Year 4—Forest School kit for Stanley Grange on Thursday* 
Cl 5/6—Forest School on Wednesday; PE on Thursday & 
Friday 
 
*please note, pupils will be able to do PE in their Forest  
School kit but they will need a change of footwear – train-
ers for PE and wellies  or boots for Stanley Grange. 

Sunday Gospel: When the crowds asked John the 

Baptist, “What must we do?” He answered, “If anyone 
has two coats they should share with the one who has 
none, and anyone who has food should do the same.” 
There were tax collectors too who came for baptism, and 
they said to him, “Master, what must we do?” He said to 
them , “Don’t collect any more than you should.” Then 
he said to some soldiers, “Don’t force people to pay 
money to make you leave them alone, but be satisfied 
with your pay.” By now, a feeling of expectancy had 
grown among the people, who were beginning to think 
that John the Baptise might be the Christ, so John de-
clared before them all, “I baptise you with water, but 
someone is coming, someone who is more powerful than 
I am, and I am not good enough even to untie his sandal 
strap.” Luke 3: 10-18 (Wednesday Word) 



Jam Coding: If your child is Cl 2/3/4 or Cl 5/6, they 

should have brought home details about the next after 
school club being run by Coach Dalya. The Stop Motion 
club will start on Thursday, 9th January and run for five 
weeks. Details about how to book a place for your child 
are on the flyer that has been sent home. 

Christmas Thank You: A special “thank you” 

present has been given to our lollipop man Ron. 
Our Head Boy Charlie, Head Girl Darcie and Penel-
ope paid him a visit to say thank you for all he 
does to keep our pupils safe. 
 

Sacramental Preparation: If your child is in Year 

4 and you would like them to prepare for the sacra-
ments of Reconciliation and Holy Communion, please 
remember to return the slip to school by Tuesday 
morning (December 17th). If you need a further copy, 
please speak to Mrs Cox. 

Recent Correspondence 
Please find below a list of information that has  

 been sent out this week.  
Remember to check School Spider for  

all communication from school: 
Christmas holiday clubs 

Volleyball Competition: Cancelled 
Festive Stay & Play: 13.12.24 

Reminders for Friday (13.12.24) 
Wednesday Word: 11.12.24 

School Meals: 16.12.24 

PJ Day: Don’t forget, on Monday pupils will be en-

joying a festive film in school during the morning. 
They can come to school in their PJs or loungewear—
but remember they will also need suitable footwear 
and a coat for going out at playtime and lunchtime. 
They can bring a small treat to enjoy during the film. 
In exchange, we would be grateful for donations for 
CAFOD. 

Rainbow Raffle: Our festive raffle will be drawn on 

Wednesday (December 18th). Please return tickets and 
money—including any unsold tickets—to the school 
office no later than 9am on the 18th. Additional tickets 
are also available from the office if you need any. 
As well as our eight colour hampers, other prizes are : 
 4 PNE tickets for a home game 
 2 x £20 The Village Barber Entries 
 Brindle Players Pantomime show 
 Rascals entry 
 Bird house/gift - Fly Away Homes 
 Nets Bar voucher 
 £15 voucher for Gregson Lane Chippy 
 A Raw and Order voucher 
 A family photo shoot with Red Curl Photography 






