
A Heartwarming Start to the School Year

Newsletter 5th September 2025

Dear Parents and Carers,
                                             We’ve had the most wonderful beginning to the new academic year here at
St Joseph’s. On Wednesday, we welcomed our newest Reception children, who have already
begun to settle beautifully into the rhythm of school life. It’s been a joy to see their confidence
grow each day, nurtured by the kindness and care of Miss McEvoy, Mx Lane and Mrs Wilmer. Their
gentle guidance has helped our youngest pupils feel right at home, and the whole school
community is delighted to have them with us.

I am equally delighted to join St Joseph’s as your new Headteacher. With over 15 years of
dedicated service in Catholic education, I bring not only a breadth of experience but also a deep
commitment to nurturing every child’s academic, emotional, and spiritual growth.
My time as a Deputy Headteacher at Sacred Heart RC Primary School in Westhoughton, Bolton
has strengthened my belief in the importance of striving for excellence while remaining rooted in
faith. I now bring that same passion and vision to St Joseph’s, with Catholic social teaching,
inclusivity, and love at its heart.

I believe every child should feel cherished, supported, and inspired to grow in faith, following the
example of Jesus. I am eager to meet all of our families and begin building strong, meaningful
connections within this wonderful school community. I will be hosting a Macmillan Coffee
Morning on Friday, 26th September at 9am. This will be a lovely opportunity to come together,
enjoy some cake and a brew, chat about all things St Joseph’s, and raise money for a very worthy
cause. I appreciate that not everyone may be able to attend this event, so there will also be a
parent survey in the following newsletter as we wish to capture as much feedback as possible
from our families. I look forward to a joyful and enriching year ahead with you all. Please keep an
eye out for upcoming events, opportunities to connect, and exciting developments as we embark
on this new journey together.

Thank you for the warm welcome I have received from so many of you this week. I look forward to
working in partnership with you all as we begin this exciting new chapter at St Joseph’s.

Yours sincerely,

Mrs. Sophie Bridge
Headteacher



Macmillan Coffee Morning in school on Friday,

26  September starting at 9am.th

Whole school mass at church on Wednesday,

17  September at 10.30am. All welcome.th

Whole School Celebration Assembly - Everyone

is invited to attend on Friday 19  September at

2.50pm

th

Ella Holt Drama - all year groups

Jam Coding - Cl 2/3/4 & Cl 5/6

Upcoming Events

Uniform Reminders
Earrings: For reasons of safety, our school uniform
policy is that children should not be wearing
earrings. However, if your child has had their ears
pierced recently, and is unable to remove them, they
must be covered at all times with plasters. By the
beginning of October, we would expect all pupils to
be wearing see-through plastic retainers.
PE Kit: If your child forgets to bring their PE kit, they
will be given a spare set of clothes from school to
wear for the lesson.

This Term’s After School Activities

We began the school year as we will do every Monday
morning, by gathering together in the hall to take part in our
weekly Celebration of the Word. This week we listened to
Greg and Sister Chiara from Mark 10 Mission. They talked to
us about Saints Carlo Acutis and Pier Giorgio Frassati, who
are the newest saints of the Catholic Church. Both Carlo and
Pier Giorgio lived amazing lives for Jesus. Powered by the
Holy Eucharist they loved the people around them, putting
Jesus before anyone else. Sr Thérèse lead us in a beautiful
reflection and helped us to pray with Saints Carlo and Pier
Giorgio. The children were sent away with a mission to
research and decide upon their own Class Saint who will
become the name of their class this year. You can watch this
again at home here: The-Mark-10-Mission

 

This Week’s
Celebration of the

Word

Further dates will be announced next week...
Stay tuned.  

We will also be requesting consent for images and videos to be used on
social media pages next week as we would like to begin to grow our social

media platform use going forward. We believe it is important to share more
about what exciting things happen at school so you can talk about learning

at home. 

This Week in
Pictures

St Joseph, most loving and
watchful father, 

Pray for Us...

https://www.themark10mission.co.uk/the-mark-10-mission


At that time: Great crowds accompanied Jesus, and he
turned and said to them, ‘If anyone comes to me and
does not hate his own father and mother, and wife and
children, and brothers and sisters, yes, and even his
own life, he cannot be my disciple. Whoever does not
bear his own cross and come after me cannot be my
disciple. For which of you, desiring to build a tower,
does not first sit down and count the cost, whether he
has enough to complete it? Otherwise, when he has laid
a foundation and is not able to finish, all who see it
begin to mock him, saying, “This man began to build and
was not able to finish.” Or what king, going out to
encounter another king in war, will not sit down first
and deliberate whether he is able with ten thousand to
meet him who comes against him with twenty
thousand? And if not, while the other is yet a great way
off, he sends a delegation and asks for terms of peace.
So therefore, any one of you who does not renounce all
that he has cannot be my disciple.’

WHAT TYPES OF CROSSES DO PEOPLE
HAVE TO CARRY, WHAT THINGS WEIGH

THEM DOWN?
A CROWD WAS WITH JESUS. DID THE

CROWD GET BIGGER OR SMALLER AFTER
THIS TEACHING? WHY?

MISSION

WONDER QUESTIONS

WRITE YOUR OWN PRAYER TO SAINTS
CARLO AND PIER GIORGIO.

PRAYER

 FIND OUT MORE ABOUT ST CARLO AND ST PIER GIORGIO.THERE WASN’T ENOUGH TIME IN OUR VIDEO TO SHARE ALLTHE DETAILS OF THEIR AMAZING LIVES BUT YOU CANSPEND AS LONG AS YOU LIKE RESEARCHING THEM. YOUMAY LIKE TO FIND SOME OF THEIR INSPIRING QUOTES ANDMAKE SURE TO FOLLOW THEIR CANONISATIONS AND SEEWHAT POPE LEO SAYS ABOUT THESE AWESOME SAINTS!

ENCOUNTER

WORD OF THE WEEK

MISSION FILE 
GOSPEL

COLOUR

COLOUR

LUKE 14:25-33



Snacks
Just a reminder, as we have a child in

school with a nut allergy, please do not
send in any food items that contain any
sort of nuts. If pupils do bring anything

into school that could be a risk, it will be
removed by staff and can be collected at
the end of the school day. Thank you for

your understanding.

From Monday, all pupils in Reception, Year
One and Year Two will be given a free fruit
snack at playtime. Therefore, they do not

need to bring anything in from home.
Children in Year Three, Four, Five and Six

should only bring fresh fruit or vegetables
for their morning snack. These should be

separate from their packed lunch  

Parish News: Children’s Liturgy Team
Welcome back after the Summer break. We all hope you had a good
time.

Sunday is the 22  Sunday of the year.  Jesus tells the crowds that if
they want to follow him and be his disciples then they need to give
up everything. He tells them two stories to help them understand.

nd

The first story is about a man who wants to build a tower. He must
work out the cost to make sure he enough money and resources to

finish the job. The second story is about a king who is going to war. He
must first count his soldiers and resources to make sure he can win
the battle. Both stories tell us about how important it is not to rush
straight into something without thinking about it first. We need to

prepare so that we can see our project through to the finish. It needs
to be done properly. 

Perhaps you can think of something big that you were asked to do.
Maybe you thought it was too hard and that you’d never manage it,
but it turned out you could do it!  And is there anything that you’ve

ever rushed into without thinking about it and then you weren’t able
to finish or it went wrong? 

Jesus is telling us that following him and being a disciple is
something that we have to see through to the finish. We need to
follow Jesus always and this isn’t always easy. Often we can be

distracted by other people or by thinking about what we want rather
than about what Jesus wants for us.

Throughout our lives as followers of Jesus we might have to choose
to do what Jesus wants even if it means not always being popular. It

is hard but God is with us all the way to help and guide us.
How will you follow Jesus this week at home or in school? See if you

can try to do one thing to show that you follow him, and finish it,
even if it is difficult.

We would love to see you on Sunday at 9:30am Mass - Children’s
Liturgy Room



 
Childnet have created a quiz for 9-
13 year-olds that includes a range of
potential online scams, as well as
tips to help your child protect
themselves online. Find out more
here:
https://www.childnet.com/blog/tes
t-your-knowledge-about-online-
scams-with-our-quiz-for-9-13-year-
olds/ 

 
Coverstar say they are “the safe
TikTok alternative.” They state,
“there is no specific age limitation…
however, if you are under the age of
13, you must obtain parental
consent.” Users can post, comment
and livestream. 

Whilst Coverstar does not include 
private messaging, users can still 
interact via public comments. 
Coverstar does use moderation 
tools to scan all user-generated 
content. It is also important to be 
aware that Coverstar does allow in-
app purchases ranging from £0.99 - 
£59.99. 

If your child is using this app, ensure 
they know how to use the reporting 
tools. Bark provide a full review of 
Coverstar here, but they rate it as 
suitable for 10+: 
https://www.bark.us/app-
reviews/apps/coverstar-app-review. 

 
The Online Safety Act 2023
is a set of laws introduced
to protect children and
adults online. Ofcom is the
regulator for online safety
in the UK, responsible for
ensuring companies follow
the new rules. As part of
this role, Ofcom have
designed the Children
Codes of practice, which
came into force in July
2025. The codes outline what all online services likely to be accessed by
children must do to protect children online, for example: 

• Enforce age limits. 
• Protect children from accessing harmful or age-inappropriate content. This 
includes content relating to self-harm and eating disorders. 
• Ensure users can easily report harmful content. 
Ofcom has the power to enforce the rules as well as issue fines if companies 
fail to comply. You can find out more here: 
https://www.ofcom.org.uk/online-safety/protecting-children/new-rules-for-
a-safer-generation-of-children-online 

 
One of the main purposes of the Act is to protect children online. Ofcom has 
published information on how they are helping children to be safer online. 
The first link is a guide for parents, which also includes a section on what you 
can do as a parent. You can access this information here: 
• https://www.ofcom.org.uk/online-safety/protecting-children/how-
ofcom-is-helping-children-to-be-safer-online-a-guide-for-parents 
• https://www.ofcom.org.uk/online-safety 
/protecting-children/how-the-online-safety-act- 
will-help-to-protect-children Would you like to read 

this newsletter in a 
different language? You 

can use the translate 
tool on our web version: 
https://www.knowsleyc

Further information 
Online Safety Act: explainer: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications 
/online-safety-act-explainer/online-safety-act 
-explainer lcs.org.uk/sept-2025/ 

 

Online Safety Act 
What is the Online Safety Act?

How will ithelptoprotect mychild?

Coverstar 

Test your knowledge:
Online Scams 
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A n i m a t i o n
c a n  e x p l a i n

w h a t e v e r  t h e
m i n d  o f  a  c h i l d

c a n  c o n c e i v e !

S t  J o s e p h ’ s  H o g h t o n

STOP MOTION ANIMATION
 Afterschool Club_

T I M E :

D A T E S :

P R I C E :

h t t p s : / / p o r t a l . j a m c o d i n g . f r a n s c a p e . i o / c l a s s - o v e r v i e w / 5 0 1 7
BOOK HERE

https://portal.jamcoding.franscape.io/class-overview/5017
https://portal.jamcoding.franscape.io/class-overview/5017


Drama club:
10 weeks

£50 

just £5 a session. Your child can unlock
their hidden talents. Touching on all

things; singing, dancing and drama! Mini
showcase at the end of the 10 weeks! With

over 9years of experience performing
professionally and working with children.
Limited slots available, for all age ranges, 

Club dates: 16th September- 25th November
Time: 15.20-16.20 

To book your childs slot, Email:
ellaroseholtlamda@gmail.com 

THIS
TERM:
THE

WIZARD
OF OZ 




